
 
 
 

Regular Council Meeting Agenda
 

May 5, 2025, 6:00 pm

Location: Essex Municipal Building, 33 Talbot Street South

Accessible formats or communication supports are available upon request. Please contact the Clerk’s Office at
clerks@essex.ca or 519-776-7336 extension 1100 or 1101.
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1. Call to Order

2. Land Acknowledgement

We acknowledge that this land is the traditional territory of the Three Fires
Confederacy of First Nations (comprised of the Ojibway, the Odawa, and the
Potawatomi Peoples), and of the Huron-Wendat Peoples. We value the significant
historical and contemporary contributions of local and regional First Nations and all of
the Original Peoples of Turtle Island who have been living and working on the land from
time immemorial.

3. National Anthem

4. Closed Meeting Report

• Closed Council Meeting May 5, 2025 4:00 PM

• Closed Council Meeting May 5, 2025 4:30 PM

5. Declarations of Conflict of Interest

6. Adoption of Published Agenda

6.1 Regular Council Meeting Agenda for May 5, 2025

Moved by ________________
Seconded by ________________
That the published agenda for the May 5, 2025 Regular Council Meeting be
adopted as presented / amended.

7. Adoption of Minutes

7.1 Regular Council Meeting Minutes for April 22, 2025 1

Moved by ________________
Seconded by ________________
That the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held April 22,2025 be
adopted as circulated.

7.2 Special Council Meeting Minutes for April 7, 2025 18

RE: OPP Service Discussion

Moved by ________________
Seconded by ________________
That the minutes of the Special Council Meeting held April 7, 2025 be adopted
as circulated.



8. Public Presentations

8.1 Gordon Orr, CEO, Jason Toner, VP Marketing & Communications, Tourism
Windsor Essex Pelee Island, and Jordan Goure, Owner, Vin Winery, Brew

21

RE: Implementation of a Municipal Accommodation Tax (MAT) program

Recommended Action:

Moved by ________________
Seconded by ________________
That Council receive the presentation by Tourism Windsor Essex Pelee Island
regarding a proposed Municipal Accommodation Tax in the Town of Essex;
and

That Council direct Administration to bring a report to Council prior to August
31, 2025, considering the proposed Municipal Accommodation Tax, including
Tourism Windsor Essex Pelee Island’s proposal that Council endorses the need
to implement the Municipal Accommodation Tax in the Town of Essex.

8.2 Verbal Report by Councillor Hammond regarding the Affordable Housing
Summit 2025

RE: Affordable Housing Summit 2025: Update from Councillor Hammond

Moved by ________________
Seconded by ________________
That the verbal report by Councillor Hammond regarding the Affordable
Housing Summit be received for information.

9. Unfinished Business

10. Reports from Administration

10.1 Economic Development-2025-04 57

RE: Essex Tourism Events Fund Applications

Recommended Action:

Moved by ________________
Seconded by ________________
That Economic Development Report-2025-04 entitled Essex Tourism Events
Fund Applications prepared by Nelson Silveira, Manager, Economic
Development dated May 5, 2025, be received;

That Council approve the distribution of $1,000.00 of funding to Heritage
Colchester from the Essex Tourism Events Fund; and

That Council approve the distribution of $1,000.00 of funding to the Windsor
Cancer Centre Foundation from the Essex Tourism Events Fund.

10.2 Economic Development-2025-05 61

RE: Building Report and Development Overview Q1 Summary 2025

Recommended Action:

Moved by ________________
Seconded by ________________
That Economic Development Report-2025-05 entitled Building Report and
Development Overview Q1 Summary 2025 prepared by Nelson Silveira,
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Manager, Economic Development dated May 5, 2025, be received for
information.

10.3 Capital Works and Asset Management-2025-15 69

RE: 2025 Hot Mix Asphalt Program Update

Recommended Action:

Moved by ________________
Seconded by ________________
That Capital Works and Asset Management Report-2025-15 entitled 2025
Hot Mix Asphalt Program Update by David McBeth, Manager, Capital Works
and Asset Management, dated May 5, 2025, be received for information.

10.4 Parks and Facilities-2025-04 77

RE: Essex Town Centre Park Design

Recommended Action:

Moved by ________________
Seconded by ________________
That Parks and Facilities Report-2025-04 entitled Essex Town Centre Park
Design prepared by Jake Morassut, Director, Community Services dated May
5, 2025, be received for information.

10.5  Community Services-2025-08 92

RE: Special Event Notice – Colchester Bar and Gril

Recommended Action:

Moved by ________________
Seconded by ________________
That Community Services Report-2025-08 entitled Special Event Notice –
Colchester Bar and Grill prepared by Jake Morassut, Director, Community
Services, dated May 5, 2025, be received; and

That Council approve closing Sydenham Street between Sullivan Street and
County Road 50 in Colchester on the following 3 dates:

• May 25, 2025, from 2:00PM to 6:00PM for the Windsor Ride for Dad

• August 24, 2025, from 2:00PM to 6:00PM for the On-A-Mission for
the Mission Ride; and on

• September 28, 2025, from 2:00PM to 6:00PM for the Windsor-Essex
Therapeutic Riding Association Ride (WETRA).

10.6 Community Services-2025-07 96

RE: Special Events Resource Team (SERT) – May 2025

Recommended Action:

Moved by ________________
Seconded by ________________
That Community Services Report-2024-07 entitled Special Event Resources
Team (SERT) – May 2025 prepared by Jake Morassut, Director, Community
Services, dated May 5, 2025, be received for information.

10.7 Drainage-2025-04 102

Page 3 of 8



RE: Appointment of an Engineer under Section 4 for a new petition drain

Recommended Action:

Moved by ________________
Seconded by ________________
That Drainage Report-2025-04 entitled Appointment of an Engineer under
Section 4 for a new petition drain prepared by Lindsay Dean, Drainage
Superintendent dated May 5, 2025 be received;

That Council receive and proceed with the petition for new drainage works as
filed by the corporation of 1830143 Ontario Limited for Lots 280 and 281,
Concession STR pursuant to Section 4 of the Drainage Act;

That Council direct Administration to notify the petitioners and Essex Region
Conservation Authority of their intention to proceed with the construction of
new drainage works; and

That RC Spencer Associates Inc. be appointed to prepare a report under the
Drainage Act through Section 4 to establish new drainage works.

10.8 Legal and Legislative Services-2025-05 110

RE: Delegation of Authority By-Law Amendments (2025)

Recommended Action:

Moved by ________________
Seconded by ________________
That Legal and Legislative Services Report-2025-05 entitled Delegation of
Authority By-Law Amendments (2025) prepared by Joseph Malandruccolo,
Director, Legal and Legislative Services dated May 5, 2025, be received; and

That By-Law 2439 being a by-law to Delegate the Duties and Powers of the
Council of the Town of Essex be read a first and second time and provisionally
adopted on May 5, 2025.

10.8.1 By-Law 2439 138

11. Reports from Youth Members

12. County Council Update

Moved by ________________
Seconded by ________________
That the County of Essex, Regular Meeting minutes listed in Agenda Item 12, be
received and the County Council update by Deputy Mayor Shepley be received.

12.1 County of Essex, Regular Council Meeting Minutes - April 2, 2025 159

13. Correspondence

13.1 Correspondence to be received

Moved by ________________
Seconded by ________________
That all of the correspondence listed in Agenda Item 13.1 be received and,
where indicated, to further share such information with the community using
suitable methods of communication.

13.1.1 Strong Mayor Powers
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13.1.1.1 Town of Greater Napanee 171

13.1.1.2 Town of Tillsonburg 173

13.1.1.3 Municipality of North Middlesex 175

13.1.1.4 Town of Parry Sound 176

13.1.1.5 Township of Zorra 179

13.1.1.6 Town of Petawawa 180

13.1.1.7 The Municipality of South Huron 184

13.1.1.8 Town of Deep River 186

13.1.1.9 Town of Cobalt 188

13.1.2 Town of Parry Sound 190

RE: Inclusive Research to Reflect Diversity of Canadian Communities

13.1.3 The City of Sarnia 191

RE: Carbon Tax

13.1.4 Township of Otonabee-South Monaghan 192

RE: Proposal to End Daylight Savings Time in Ontario

13.1.5 Canton De Champlain Township 194

RE: Surveillance and Monitoring of Heavy Vehicles in Ontario

13.2 Correspondence to be considered for receipt and support

14. Committee Meeting Minutes

Moved by ________________
Seconded by ________________
That the Committee Meeting minutes listed in Agenda Item 14, together with any
recommendations to Council noted therein, be received, approved and adopted as
circulated.

14.1 Essex Festival Committee - February 20, 2025 196

14.2 Essex Centre Business Improvement Area (BIA) - March 19, 2025 204

Recommendation to Council:

BIA25-03-011

Moved by K. Dennison
Seconded by M. Qasim

That the Board recommend that Council appoint Josh Girard, owner and
operator of Josh’s NoFrills, Essex, as a member of the Board of Directors for
the Essex Centre BIA.

Carried

14.3 Essex Municipal Heritage Committee - March 27, 2025 211
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15. Financial

15.1 2025 Q1 Capital Variance 216

Moved by ________________
Seconded by ________________
That the 2025 Q1 Capital Variance Report be received.

16. New Business

17. Notices of Motion

17.1 The following Notices of Motion were presented at the April 22, 2025 Regular
Council Meeting and are being brought forward this evening for Council's
consideration:

17.1.1 Deputy Mayor Shepley

Moved by Deputy Mayor Shepley
Seconded by ________________
Whereas proposed amendments to Ontario Regulation 530/22 will
provide Strong Mayor Powers to the Mayor of the Town of Essex;
and

Whereas these powers will provide the Mayor with expanded
authority over certain municipal decisions; and

Whereas Ontario Regulation 530/22 requires that Council be
informed in a timely manner of when such powers are exercised, but
does not require that Council be informed of the specific rationale
for the use of such powers.

Now Therefore, be it resolved that anytime the Mayor chooses to
use the Strong Mayor Powers otherwise than to approve By-Laws or
to effectively delegate or forfeit those Strong Mayor Powers,
Administration shall be required to request from the Mayor the
rationale for the use of such powers and to notify all members of
Council of the Mayor’s response within 2 business days of such use
of the Strong Mayor Powers.

17.1.2 Councillor McGuire-Blais

Moved by Councillor McGuire-Blais
Seconded by ________________
That Essex Council direct Administration to prepare anti-bullying and
respectful workplace signage for distribution to commercial
businesses, in collaboration with the Essex Centre BIA and the
Harrow & Colchester South Chamber of Commerce.

17.1.3 Councillor Verbeek

Moved by Councillor Verbeek
Seconded by ________________
That Administration prepare a cost estimate to be included in the
2026 budget deliberations to install a sidewalk along
Grondin/Arquette in McGregor from Sainte-Ursule Elementary
School to the 11th Concession to facilitate the safe passage of
students and pedestrians to and from school.
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18. Reports and Announcements from Council Members

19. By-Laws

19.1 By-Laws that require a third and final reading

19.1.1 By-Law 2438 225

RE: Being a by-law to confirm the proceedings of the April 22, 2025,
Regular Meeting of Council of the Corporation of the Town of Essex

Moved by ________________
Seconded by ________________
That By-Law 2438 being a by-law to confirm the proceedings of the
April 22, 2025, Regular Meeting of Council of the Corporation of the
Town of Essex be read a third time and finally passed on May 5,
2025.

19.2 By-Laws that require a first, second, third and final reading

19.2.1 By-Law 2441 227

RE: Being a by-law to provide for the issue of debentures in the
amount of $186,730.23 for works completed for drains

Moved by ________________
Seconded by ________________
That By-Law 2441 being a by-law to provide for the issue of
debentures in the amount of $186,730.23 for works completed for
drains be read a first, a second, and a third time and finally passed
on May 5, 2025.

19.2.2 By-Law 2443 231

RE: Being a by-law to Enter into a Licence Agreement with Harrow-
Colchester Assets Management Limited

Moved by ________________
Seconded by ________________
That By-Law 2443 being a by-law to Enter into a Licence Agreement
with Harrow-Colchester Assets Management Limited be read a first,
a second and a third time and finally passed on May 5, 2025.

19.2.3 By-Law 2444 239

RE: Being a by-law to Enter into an Agreement to sell all of the
Shares of E.L.K. Energy Inc. and E.L.K. Solutions Inc.

Moved by ________________
Seconded by ________________
That By-Law 2444 being a by-law to Enter into an Agreement to sell
all of the Shares of E.L.K. Energy Inc. and E.L.K. Solutions Inc. be read
a first, a second, and a third time and finally passed on May 5, 2025.

19.3 By-Laws that require a first and second reading

19.3.1 By-Law 2442 240

RE: Being a by-law to confirm the proceedings of the May 5, 2025,
Regular Meeting of Council of the Corporation of the Town of Essex
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Moved by ________________
Seconded by ________________
That By-Law 2442 being a by-law to confirm the proceedings of the
May 5, 2025, Regular Meeting of Council of the Corporation of the
Town of Essex be read a first and a second time and provisionally
adopted on May 5, 2025.

20. Adjournment

Moved by ________________
Seconded by ________________
That the meeting be adjourned at [TIME].

21. Future Meetings

21.1 Tuesday, May 20, 2025, 6:00-9:00 PM, Regular Council Meeting

Location: 33 Talbot Street South, Essex, ON N8M 1A8
Livestream available at https://www.youtube.come/EssexOntario

21.2 Monday, June 2, 2025, 6:00 - 9:00 PM, Regular Council Meeting

Location: 33 Talbot Street South, Essex, ON N8M 1A8
Livestream available at https://www.youtube.come/EssexOntario
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